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AGROMETEOROLOGY AIDS AGRICULTURE

The \grometeorological Service plays an increasingly important part in
agricultural progress in Yugoslavia. All republics will soon heve their ewn
central agrometeorologicel stations.

The Agrometeorological Service operates through a system of agrometeorolo-
gical stations located in individual places. Observatlons are transmitted
to central stutions, which compile and disseminate reports to the Republic
Councils for Agriculture, the Ministries of Agriculture, other sgricultural
estsblishments, and interested agencies, such as state farms, farm-work coop-

eratives, and farms. .
L3 ,

The organization of the Agrometeorological Service tor Croatia began
iumediately following the liberation. This service, organized on a voluntary
basis, has working for it individual agronomists, teachers, members of farm
cooperatives, foresters, forest rangers, and other agriculture officials in
the field. They all have the equipment and background for this vwork. They
pay perticular attention to the growth of individval crops, the influence
of climatic changes on vegetation, and the cultivation of crops. Many valu-
able reports have been gsecured, based on these observations. Bulletins also
have been compiled on planting conditions and on various harmful phenomena.

The Agrometeorologica.l Service has determined that Yugoslavia has two
different climatic agricultural zomes, divided by & boundary running from
Baranja to oei jek-Vinkovci-Valjevo. Climatic observation has shown that
since fall 1950 Yugoslavia has had a dry climate in the eastern zone (the
Vo jvodina and Serbia), which irterfered with fall sowing. To & lesser
degree, rainfall interfered with fall sowing and winter plowing in the
wettern zone. In 1951, the rainy season also interfered with the early

spring sowing.
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caused the fruit trees to blossom earlv. A
the beginning of March would have caused ex-
tensive damage but for the predictions of the Agrometeorological Service,
enabling protective measures to be taken. This, bowever, was not done
everywhere, resulting in local damage to fruit (almonds, apricots, peaches,

plums) in the Primorje.

The early spring of 1951
sudden period of coolness in

Even though there was no BSnov, vegetable crops in Croatis wintered well
as there was no freezing. But much damage was caused by rain in the lowlands

where the soil is not very porous.
The mild winter was Vvery Pavorable to livestock, which spent much time
in the pastures. The livestock are in fairly good condition, for the pasture

was good. A mild winter saved much livestock in individusl areas. In the
event of a big snow, the animals would -ave had to be killed, because of a

lack of fodaer.
Vineyards wintered well, for there was plenty of moisture under the sur-

face, and a good crop is expected.

e Agrometeorological Branch for Croatia is in Zagreb, Kaciceva Ulica 9.

The telephone number is 38-8h2.
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